Sara Soukal and Luka Piletié

We make bold and sensitive new work about the impossibility and
inevitability of human relations.
It is other human beings that save and doom us, and we save and
doom others.

Our work reflects that.

We strongly believe that all aspects of life have equal right to exist:
We prefer to focus on everyday and banal, rather than big
narratives.

We prefer small poems to big stories.

If we have to choose, we prefer to be funny rather than boring.



Who are they?
Sara and Luka met while working together on several bigger projects. They
liked each other so they formed a duet in 2020 to find out how they could create

together and if it would be fun. Turns out, it would.

Sara is one of the most experienced Slovenian theatrical improvisers and Luka
1s a Gaulier-trained actor and clown, who was born the same year that Sara

started improvising. Wow! Young and fresh versus mature and experienced!

What do they do?

They make work which addresses the question what it means to coexist. They
are interested in how we relate to each other, both in life and on stage, and what
makes these relations possible.

As a clown and an improviser they are always searching for the sweet spot

between them where they are both a bit out of balance and a bit at home.

How do they do it?

They immerse themselves into whatever material they work on up to the point
of saturation, then they push it further by openly improvising and noting what
works and what does not. They play many games. Then they decide on things
they like, put them in an order, change it up a bit, get confused, give up, have a
fight and then make something in the last possible moment, and end up even

being proud of it.

Where are they?

They are based in Slovenia (they love to travel).



Midva med nama

Midva med nama (“Us Two between Us”) is performance about a couple and an
argument. It is impossible to say whether the argument is just another in the
series of conflicts which are an integral part of this couple’s relationship, or

whether it is a major event and a start of an end.

The performance is a reflection on intimate relationships and the various
dysfunctionalities we can find in them; after all, it is the people closest to us
that can hurt us the most. We see the couple fighting and being fed up with each
other, we see misunderstandings that turn into arguments, but also closeness
and intimacy, when there is no need for words and when everything just seems

to work effortlessly.

In autumn 2021, an improvised version of this show was created, which
explores aspects of intimate relationships that didn’t make it into the original

show. It is called Midva med nama: Improviser s Cut.

Video material
Trailer
Full length video

Full length video (improvised)

Teja Goli

Teja Goli



https://youtu.be/5CC2a2Uz8kQ
https://youtu.be/cscFMpIbIjk

Others have said

... The entire show is a free fall in interweaving of genres, experiences,
provocations, a subversion of stereotypes and structure. It is an
unrepeatable experience, as it is not clear what will surface the next time
they play, which veil will be the most transparent, where we, as the
specators, will end up.

This show is like some relationships: even when it ends, we are not done
with it. When the lights have turned off, and the musician and the two
performers have taken their bow, we continue carrying its images and

questions with us.

Tanja Matijasevic*

Production timeline

September, October 2020:  Research Residency at Layer House Kranj
(Zavod Carnica)

February 2020: Received the Mladike grant for emerging
artists, Municipality of Ljubljana

March 2021: Development Residency at Vetrinjski dvor
(Pekarna Magdalenske mreze)

June 2021: Premiere at Klub Gromka, AKC Metelkova
mesto (KUD Podtalnica)

November 2021: Performance at The Naked Stage (Zavod
Federacija and Kolektiv Narobov)

December 2021: Additional performances at Skladovnica,

Ljubljana (JSKD) and Klub Gromka, AKC
Metelkova mesto (KUD Podtalnica)

* The link to entire review is available here. English translation is available upon request.


http://www.goli-oder.org/goli-odziv.html

Teja Goli " Asiana Jurca Avei

Show credits

Creators and performers: Sara Soukal and Luka Pileti¢
Music: Luka Seliskar and Rok Zalokar

Tech and lights: Luka SeliSkar and Borut Cajnko

Producer: Eva Jus

Creative collaboration: Hristina Vasi¢ Tomse and Dejan Srhoj
Special thanks: Barbara Polajnar and Katja Perat

Cofunded by the Municipality of Ljubljana.

In case you are wondering
The show is available for touring. Sara and Luka also offer workshops and do

after-show discussions. Contact them!

Get in touch

Email address: midvamednama@gmail.com

Phone: +386 41 842 441 (Eva Jus)
Social media: Facebook
Web page: In the making. Send us an email and we will let you know

when it’s done!


mailto:midvamednama@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/midvamednama/

Marusa Pangrsic¢

Luka Piletic

Luka is a young performing artist who
works 1n devised, clown and street
theatre. He regularly works with
several different groups and
individuals of the Slovenian theatre

scene and has even won some awards.

He studied at the French theatre
academy Ecole Philippe Gaulier.

Sara Soukal

Sara is a mature theatre artist. As an
actress and as a pedagogue she is
most active in the field of theatrical
improvisation. Lately, she has been
setting her foot in other performative
fields with joy and interest.

She is active in Slovenia and abroad,
in many impro collectives, theatres

and associations.

Amy Gibson




Sara Soukal: Curriculum vitse

email: sarasoukal@gmail.com phone: (+386) 31 209 735

FORMAL EDUCATION

Bachelor of Geography (Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana)

WORK EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS

Performer

Teacher of improvisational theatre

Organiser of cultural events

Organiser of festival and cultural programmes
MC

AWARDS

Best newcomer, Impro liga
Best female improviser, 2013, 2016, 2019
Youth national impro league champion, 2002, 2003, 2004

National improvisational league champion, 2017, 2015

I am listing some of the most important projects below. I have to be short because of the
space available, but I can send you the full list upon request.

Sara as performer

CARRY ON
The performance Carry On, by choreographer and dance artist Andreja Rauch Podrzavnik, is

accessible to everyone with its fragile and lyrical dance language. This is perhaps the uniqueness of
her dance work. Her lyrical images, collections of testimonies and fragile transient images give us
something that all of us who hold memories are primed for. In the performances of Andreja
Podrzavnik, open choreographic configurations rhiyme with our own feelings, memories or perhaps

with what we struggle to remember.: what we carry around with us all the time.


mailto:sarasoukal@gmail.com

Trailer

More info with credits

An essay on performance (in Slovenian, translation available upon request)

Jezik ne jezi se

We made this show with Andrej Rozman Roza, a poet and an actor who introduced Slovenia to

impovisational theatre.

Full performance available here.

Impro league

Impro liga is the Slovenian league of improvisational theatre, formed after Theatresports. I have

performed in it since 2011, winning the awards for best improviser three times.
Website.

Wikipedia article

Improvision

1 was invited to perform at this improvised parody of the Eurovision Song Contest several times. It

takes place in some of the best Slovenian venues.

The Naked Stage

I am a regular performer at the biannual international festival of improvisational theatre which
takes place in Ljubljana. Over the years it has featured some of the biggest names of the global

impro scene.

Website.


https://vimeo.com/649212143
https://cofestival.si/2021/en/2021/10/29/andreja-rauch-podrzavnik-kar-nosim-s-sabo-2021-plesna-predstava/
https://www.neodvisni.art/refleksija/2021/09/subtilen-portret-neizbezne-ranljivosti/
https://vimeo.com/110627012
https://www.impro-liga.si/international/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impro_League
http://en.goli-oder.org

Maestro

Maestro is a licensed format of improvisational theatre show, developed by Keith Johnstone, the
progenitor of the genre. Ran by the Ljubljana Improvisational Theatre Company, I am a regular

performer there.

Website.

Knitting

1 invite improvisers I know and respect to join me in this longform impro exploration of connection

between two players. I have performed it with different people in festivals across Europe.

Cypher

Cypher was an interdisciplinary project, combining hip-hop dance and theatre. We performed at

Slovenian Youth Theatre, one of the most established venues of Ljubljana.

Apart from that, I have also performed in several short movies and countless impro shows.

Sara as producer

I have initiated and led several projects and even companies. Here I list my favourites.

Improske

I founded Improske (“Impro-titties”) with my fellow female improvisers, as we felt that as women
we had our stories to tell and a space to take. A vast majority of improvisers in Slovenia are men,
and the opportunities to perform are unbalanced as well. Our company is working to change this.

We make shows in which we challenge the perceptions of gender and target inequality.


https://iglutheatre.com

In 2020 we premiered the performance Voices, which explores the role that different voices have in

our lives.

Find us on Facebook

Impromobile

I founded the company to explore longform impro, which at the time was very rare in Slovenia.

Now, it boasts with a very active youth section.

The Trubar House of Literature

I was head of theatre programme for several years in this venue, which was founded as part of the

European project City of Literature.

Sara as teacher

I teach impro a lot. My regulars are: classes of Ljubljana Impro Theatre Company, High School
Impro League, Slovene Public Cultural Fund, and The School of Street Theatre.

I have also taught at some of the biggest European impro festivals.

International references

I am a member of international collectives OHANA and Project Eve, which unites female
improvisers.

Here is the list of international festivals I have performed and taught at:
June 2012/Seattle, USA/Seattle Impro Festival, Unexpected Productions
May 2012/Turgi, Switzerland/Kinder- und Jugendtheater Turgi, KJT

2014-2016, October/Wurzburg Germany/Wurzburg Impro festival, Der Kaktus - Improvisation und
Theater


https://www.facebook.com/improSke/
https://www.ohanaproject.eu

April 2015/Budapest Hungary/Momentan Térsulat

October 2016/Leuven Belgium/Trickle Impro

January 2017/Amsterdam, The Netherlands/Impro festival Amsterdam, IMPRO Amsterdam.
March 2017/Copenhagen/Impro festival, ICC Theatre - Improv Comedy Copenhagen

July 2017/Strasbourg, France/Impro festival, Cie Le Théatre de I'Oignon

March 2018/Copenhagen, Denmark/Impro festival, ICC Theatre - Improv Comedy Copenhagen
December2019/Uppsala, Sweden/Mindmelt Theater

December 2019/Goteborg, Sweden/Impro festival, Goteborg Improfest

December 2019/Dublin, Ireland/Impro festival Ireland

January 2020/Prague, Czech Republic/Improfest, Skola Improvizace

A list of media responses to my work is available upon request.



Luka Pileti¢: Curriculum vitee

email: piletic.luka@gmail.com phone: (+386) 40 380 765

EDUCATION

2017 - 2019 Ecole Philippe Gaulier: theatre creation and devising, acting, clown, farce, bouffon
2013 - 2018 Undergraduate study of Social Pedagogy (University of Ljubljana)
2019 - 2021 Masters study of Social Pedagogy (University of Ljubljana)

AWARDS

2020 Best Show of the Ana Desetnica International Street Theatre Festival for the show “Road to
Tadam” (with Globus Hystericus Theatre Company)

2020 Best Newcomer for the 2019/2020 season, Impro league (Theatresports)

2020 Best Improviser for the 2019/2020 season, Impro league (Theatresports)

2021 Performers’ Award of the ZIZ Festival for alternative theatre production for the show “!”
2021 Most Egotistical Show of the ZIZ Festival for alternative theatre production for the show “!”

OVERVIEW OF IMPORTANT PROJECTS

CARRY ON
The performance Carry On, by choreographer and dance artist Andreja Rauch Podrzavnik, is

accessible to everyone with its fragile and lyrical dance language. This is perhaps the uniqueness of
her dance work. Her lyrical images, collections of testimonies and fragile transient images give us
something that all of us who hold memories are primed for. In the performances of Andreja
Podrzavnik, open choreographic configurations rhyme with our own feelings, memories or perhaps

with what we struggle to remember: what we carry around with us all the time.

Trailer

More info with credits

An essay on performance (in Slovenian, translation available upon request)

Devised theatre performance, 2020. Authors and performers: Luka Pileti¢ and Jan Podbreznik.
Producers: KUD Moment, Drustvo ZIZ.


mailto:piletic.luka@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/649212143
https://cofestival.si/2021/en/2021/10/29/andreja-rauch-podrzavnik-kar-nosim-s-sabo-2021-plesna-predstava/
https://www.neodvisni.art/refleksija/2021/09/subtilen-portret-neizbezne-ranljivosti/

The performance juxtaposes different dichotomies of creating and performing devised theatre: does
the process start with an idea which is then adapted for stage, or with a free improvisation, which is
only later situated and fixed? What is more important: the meaning of the performance or the
quality of the performers’ relationship with the audience? If the performers do not agree about

those basic presuppositions, is any collaboration even possible?

Promotional material and more information available upon request.

GOOD MORNING!

A street theatre show. Authors and performers: Andrej TomSe and Luka Pileti¢. Director: Alenka
Marini€. Producers: The authors and Gledalis¢e Ane Monro

This family street theatre show uses slapstick to tell a story of two friends who want nothing more
than a cup of coffee to start the morning off right. However, their clumsiness and the desire to

control the uncontrollable soon interferes with their plans.

Promotional material and more information available upon request.

ROAD TO TADAM

Street adventure. Authors: Anja Bezlova Zavr$nik, Justin Durel, Alenka Marini¢. Production:
Globus Hystericus.

Road to Tadam is a street adventure in the tradition of Indiana Jones and the Three Stooges. It uses
mime and mimodynamics (Lecoq) to illustrate and relive the forces of nature ranging from
waterfalls to vulcano eruptions. In 2020, the show won The Best Show Award at the biggest and

oldest Slovenian street theatre festival.

Website with visuals and promo materials.

DROP DEAD CABARET

This clown cabaret explores clowning in its primary form: entrée. This short, couple of minutes
long format demands a completely different dramaturgy and direction than longer shows, which
have only been relevant to clowning in the last couple of decades. Apart from clown, we also

explore the even more obscure and ignored genre of bouffon.

Website.


https://www.globus-hystericus.org/road-to-tadam
https://zacrknt.si




